Technical Appendix

Tick-Borne Diseases Study Design
The ongoing Tick-Borne Diseases Study was initiated in 2007 to investigate the prevalence of pathogens in ticks that have fed on humans and the risk for developing tickborne disease after a bite by an infected tick. Blood samples from persons residing in Sweden or the Åland Islands, Finland, who were bitten by ticks; health questionnaires; and ticks that had bitten the persons were collected at the 34 primary health care centers that participated in the study (1) (2) (3) . At the time of inclusion, the participant completed a questionnaire containing questions about past and current medical history and data about the current tick bite. Tick(s) that had bitten participants were provided, and blood samples (plasma and serum stored in EDTA) were obtained.
At a follow-up visit 3 months later, the participant completed a second questionnaire containing questions about new tick bites during the study period, general health conditions, any signs or symptoms possibly associated with tick-borne disease; donated any additional ticks that had bitten the participant since the first visit; and provided blood samples. Study participants were asked to obtain health care when needed during the 3-month study period.
Additional blood samples were collected at these visits and treatment with antimicrobial drugs was initiated at the discretion of the physician if tick-borne disease was suspected. 
